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Scott Harvey, was once again called to the podium to receive the 2008 WSVMA Allied Industry Partner Award
for his involvement and dedication to the WSVMA and veterinary medicine. He was nominated by Dr. Sandy
Willis. At Fortune Bank and Kitsap Bank, Mr. Harvey has passionately supported veterinary medicine through
the WSVMA.

The doctors and staff of Meadow Hills Veterinary Clinic, nominated by Dr. William Dernell, received the 2008
President’s Award for extraordinary service and care in the case of an 18-month-old Chesapeake Bay Retriever
named Chocolate. When no one else would help, Dr. Janine Swailes, with help from Drs. Susan Thorson,
Sabine Gerds and Carol Wilson and the entire Meadow Hills staff, took in the heavily injured stray dog. Dr.
Swailes offered free care, x-rays and vaccinations immediately. The clinic referred Chocolate to the WSU CVM
and Dr. Steve Martinez for a surgical consultation. Meadow Hills then raised more than $25,000 in 48 hours.
The leftover money is now set-up in a fund in Chocolate’s honor to help animals in similar situations.

Dr. Brian Hunter, nominated by Dr. Linda Lee Wood, received the 2008 WSVMA Veterinarian of the Year
Award for advancing and leading the Inland Empire Veterinary Medical Association. Elected as President
in 1989, Dr. Hunter has continuously led IEVMA for the past 19 years. Dr. Hunter expressed his sincerest
gratitude for the award and for the wonderful colleagues he has in the Spokane area. He made a special effort
to thank his wife and family for their unwavering support in both his professional and personal life.

Dr. Richard DeBowes, nominated by Drs. Debi Wallingford, Susan Wedam, Suzanne Kurtz, Kathy Ruby and
Tom Meyer, received the 2008 WSVMA Distinguished Achievement Award for developing and implementing
concepts of servant leadership, emotional intelligence and communication for the Veterinary Leadership
Experience Program.

Dr. David Roen, nomination submitted by Dr. Kathleen Connell, received the 2008 WSVMA Media Award
for his long-standing service to animal owners and the general public through his work with the Lewiston
Tribune. Dr. Roen’ first column appeared in the Lewiston Tribune in March 1985.

Annual awards each year bring special meaning to the gathering and none more so than the 2008 Animal
Hall of Fame Award. “Brock” took his place among the night’s honorees. Brock is a recently retired Hanford
bomb search dog and was nominated for the award by Emily Pieracci. For Brock’s unwavering contribution to
the lives of people through safety, his owner and handler Duane McPheron received a plaque. An Honorable
Mention award also went to “Bode,” nominated by Dr. Judy Hung.

The night’s entertainment was highlighted by the comedy of Frank King. King had to feel his way around
a crowd of ruthless pragmatists (that’s a joke, too) but eventually found their funny bone. By the time he
finished his set, the crowd was enjoying a lot of laughs.





